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MAYOR KURTZ’S WEEKLY UPDATE FOR DECEMBER 17, 2021  
 
 

Holiday Coronavirus Surge 

The Omicron variant cases are doubling about every two days. New cases have increased 
more than 50% over the past two weeks, and hospitalizations due to COVID are also 
surging.  
 
Adding to this disturbing trend is the fact that health officials are seeing more 
breakthrough cases where people who are fully vaccinated test positive for COVID-19. It 
is baffling, but health officials say it is not unexpected. The vaccines offer excellent 
protection, but vaccines are not 100% effective at preventing infections. That is why 
people need to continue to mask up, social distance, and practice good hygiene. 
 
It is important to know that most people who test positive for COVID after 
being fully vaccinated typically experience milder symptoms than people who 
are unvaccinated and test positive. Doctors say shots are effective at reducing the risks of 
hospitalization and death. 
 
Effective immediately, all City employees must wear a mask indoors unless they 
are working alone in a room.  The other exception would include being in a large 
room with good airflow and maintaining a 3’ distance from other people. Masks should be 
worn in common areas such as hallways, bathrooms, etc.   
 
Masks do not need to be worn outside. However, good social distancing and airflow are 
essential. Anyone visiting a City facility or conducting business with the City will also be 
required to wear a mask while on Campus. It is the only way to protect our residents and 
staff from this deadly virus.  
 
I urge everyone to get fully vaccinated, continue to mask up, social distance, and consider 
getting a seasonal flu shot. Also, get tested if you think the cold and flu symptoms you are 
experiencing seem like something more. The sooner you can get a diagnosis, the sooner 
you can begin treating your symptoms. 
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Wreaths Across America 

The City will participate in National Wreaths Across 
America Day with a wreath-laying ceremony at Maple 
Shade Cemetery on Saturday, December 18 at 
Noon.   
 
More than 3,000 locations in all fifty states, at sea, 
and abroad will participate simultaneously.  
 

The State Chaplain for the Disabled American Veterans Ginger MacCutcheon will deliver 
the invocation.  
 
The mission is to Remember Our Fallen Veterans, Honor Those Who Serve and Teach 
Our Children the Value of Freedom. 
 

Everyone is welcome, and masks are required! 

  

 

Shop with A Cop 

Congratulations to the Police Department for another 
successful Shop with A Cop event. 
 
The IPD raised more than $1,800 for local children to 
purchase presents for their families. Each deserving child 
received a $150 gift card and the fun of “shopping with a 
cop.”   
 
I also want to thank everyone who purchased raffle tickets or 
donated to this worthy program. Your generosity is truly in 
the spirit of the season. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Finance Director Vern Blaze’s Weekly Report for December 17, 2021 is 

available here.  
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Watch the Holiday Tree Lighting video to lift your spirits – click here. 

 

 

 

 

 

If you know someone who would like to subscribe to Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly Updates, 

please ask them to email their name and email address to 

CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qjrkSl55RIc
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